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Abstract

This research aims to study the problem of prostitution in Thailand and criminalization of
the purchase of sexual service. Comparisons are made between establishment of criminal offences
against prostitutes, the sellers, and purchasers of sexual service in accordance with measures for
prevention and suppression of prostitution under the Thai laws, and rationales of criminalization and
regime of anti-prostitution law of foreign jurisdictions to propose solutions for criminalization of
purchasing of prostitution to a clearer extent and suitable with the current state of the problem in
Thailand.

The study finds that, in many countries, there are certain limitations for criminalization
against prostitutes, sellers of sexual service, only to the extent that the conducts cause danger to
citizens and infringe upon public order. In such cases, prostitutes are considered victims of crime and
are in need of support/assistance to return into the society regardless of whether the act was
voluntarily committed. As for criminalization against purchaser of sexual service, the Thai law still
needs consistency in the part of enforcement, since the law limits that the offence occurs when the
act takes place in place of prostitution. In other words, it can be said that the prostitution control
system in Thailand does not prohibit neither selling nor purchasing of sexual services. However, in
foreign jurisdictions, purchase of sexual service in any place is considered illegal. In addition, this
study researches the idea of prostitution control, which protect rights of prostitutes as victims. Such
legal system prohibits purchasing of sexual services to punish purchasers and those who seek profits
from prostitution; namely, purchasing of sexual services regardless of places, whom, age, are
considered criminal offence. Additional penalty grounds for purchase with juvenile.

Furthermore, this research proposes for ways and means to improve criminalization of
purchasing of sexual service. Thailand’s current system of prostitution control, which employs
measures for prevention and suppression should be developed into the system that prohibits
prostitution. Criminal penalty should be imposed upon purchasers over 18 years old in all cases and
lifted penalty against prostitutes in all cases since demanding of sexual services is often the starting
point of prostitution. Once the demand can be controlled, the issue of prostitution could be tackled.
In additions, grounds for additional penalty should be provided while considering the methods
employed detrimental effects and place of purchase all to maintain protection and deter the demands

of child prostitution.
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